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Kpelle language 


The Kpelle /k9 ' pEla/^ language (endonym: "KpElEE"^) is 
spoken by the Kpelle people and is part of the Mande family of 
languages. Guinean Kpelle (known as Guerze in French), spoken 
by half a million people, concentrated primarily, but not 
exclusively, in the forest regions of Guinea, whose capital, 
Nzerekore, is the third largest city in Guinea and the largest city in 
the Guinee forestiere region of south-eastern Guinea bordering 
Liberia, Ivory Coast , and Sierra Leone. Liberian Kpelle, spoken by 
half again as many, is currently taught in schools in Liberia. 
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Sample 


The Lord's Prayer in Kpelle:^ 

Kunag gaa gele sui, 

Too ku ilaai siye a maa waa. 

Too Ikalog-laai e pa, 

Too inTa-rnsni e ks, 

Noii ma bs yss berei gaa la yala-taai. 

I kuko saa a kuyele-kuu tono-tono mii-SEg; 

I ipolu fe kutog-karaa-gai dTa, 

Ye e berei kwa kupolu fe la kubaraai ditog-karaa-gai 
dTai; 

Too kutus kufe pili yee-laa-maa su, 

Ksls, i kukula m£ni nyomoo su. 


Kpelle 

Kpslswoo 

Region 

Liberia, Guinea 

Native speakers 

(1.3 million cited 
1991-2012)fd 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo ? 

■ Mande 

■ Western 
Mande 

■ Southwesteri 

■ Kpelle 

Writing system 

Kpelle syllabary, 
African reference 
alphabet 


Language codes 


kpe (https://www. 
loc.gov/standard 
s/iso639-2/php/la 
ngcodes_name.php? 
code_ID=244) 

kpe - inclusive 
code 

Individual codes: 
gkp — Guinea 
Kpelle 

xpe — Liberia 
Kpelle 
knu - Kono 

Glottolog kpell252 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/kpell252)l 2 ] 


ISO 639-2 


ISO 639-3 


Phonology 


Consonants 
























Labial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Labial-Velar 

Plosive 

plain 

P 

t 


k 

kp 

voiced 

b 

d 


g 

gb 

Implosive 

b 





Fricative 

plain 

f 

s 




voiced 

V 

z 


Y 


Trill 


r 




Lateral 


1 




Nasal 

m 

n 


n 


Approximant 



j 


w 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


u 

Close-mid 

e 


0 

Open-mid 

£ 


3 

Open 


a 



[ 6 ] 
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